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Cultural Expressions Disciplined by Algorithms: Risk Analysis and Governance Paths of
Digital Content Production in the Platform Society
LI Xiaobing

Abstract: “Cultural expression” provides a crucial theoretical entry point for understanding the agency of
cultural subjects, the construction of social meaning, and the reproduction of cultural power. Meanwhile, the
“platform society” serves as a key context for analyzing the action field, technological logic, and institutional
constraints of cultural expression. Based on the macro-context of the platform society and taking cultural
expression as the object of analysis, this study systematically examines the risks in digital cultural content
production around the disciplinary mechanism of algorithms and proposes corresponding countermeasures.
The study reveals the structural transformation of digital content production under algorithmic governance,
highlighting the shift of platforms from mere media intermediaries to foundational infrastructures deeply
embedded in the production process. The pervasive logic of algorithms compels us to reconsider, from the
perspectives of creator agency, intersubjective relations, and social governance order, the cultural expression
risks in the digital era— including the “structural poverty” of cultural expression, the erosion of creative
rights, and the deficit of cultural publicness.Building on this diagnosis, the study proposes corresponding
governance pathways. First, improve algorithm governance mechanisms to correct cultural expression
biases in platform-based content distribution, thereby restoring the expressive agency of content creators
in digital cultural spaces. Second, strengthen the digital copyright system by fostering a creator-oriented
content value network and exploring the establishment of a transparent, trustworthy, and efficient copyright
trading system. Third, develop multi-actor collaborative governance frameworks to reassert the public value
of cultural expression on platforms, promoting a transition in digital cultural production from traffic-driven
logics toward value-oriented embedding, and fostering a more diverse, rational, and equitable environment
for cultural expression.Finally, the study acknowledges its limitations in addressing practical issues such as
cross-cultural variations in cultural expression, the structural imbalance in content production rights, and the
interactive dynamics between platform technologies and everyday life. It also outlines directions for future
research in these domains.

Keywords: algorithms; cultural expression; platform society; digital content production; digital
governance
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