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The Mechanism and Practical Pathways of Leapfrogging New Quality Productivity Driven
by Institutional Opening-Up: A Case Study of Shenzhen
CHEN Xiangyang & LUO Kexin

Abstract: As institutional openness emerges as a key driver for enhancing China’s new quality productivity
and promoting high-quality economic development, Shenzhen has accumulated rich experience in institutional
innovation and openness, offering a typical case for examining the mechanism between institutional openness
and new quality productivity. This study employs the “China Pilot Free Trade Zone Institutional Innovation
Index” developed by Sun Yat-sen University to assess institutional openness and constructs an evaluation
system for new quality productivity across four dimensions—technological innovation, industrial upgrading,
digital economy, and green development. A comparative analysis of Shenzhen, Guangzhou and Tianjin, all
part of the second batch of pilot free trade zones, reveals how institutional openness shapes new quality
productivity. Results show that institutional openness plays a critical role in driving the development of new
quality productivity. Through institutional innovations in areas such as technological innovation, intellectual
property protection, data flow, and green governance, Shenzhen has fostered a virtuous cycle where
institutional advantages and innovation reinforce each other, supporting synergistic progress in high-level
openness and high-quality development. Institutional openness not only improves the allocation efficiency of
innovation resources but also underpins new quality productivity through a better business environment and
enhanced public services. The study proposes further strengthening inter-regional institutional coordination,
deepening reforms in the transformation of scientific and technological achievements, improving market-based
allocation mechanisms for data elements, enhancing the alignment of green governance with international
standards, and reinforcing the systemic role of institutional openness in driving new quality productivity,
thereby providing a replicable pathway for China’s high-quality development.

Keywords: institutional opening; new quality productive forces; Shenzhen Special Economic Zone;
practice path
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