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The Theoretical Implications and Practical Value of the Major Declaration “No Pause in
Reform, No Stop in Opening-Up”
WU Yanni

Abstract: This paper examines the major declaration by General Secretary Xi Jinping that “No pause in
reform, no stop in opening-up”, as repeatedly emphasized during his inspections of Shenzhen in the New Era.
The study argues that this statement is both a profound summary of more than forty years of reform and opening-
up and a strategic commitment to advancing socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era. It embodies
the logic and methodology of promoting comprehensive reform and high-level opening on a sustained basis.
The analysis focuses on six dimensions: (1) Party leadership as the fundamental guarantee that ensures reform
follows the correct political direction; (2) economic and social development as the practical foundation and source
of Shenzhen’s replicable reform experience; (3) the realization of Chinese modernization as the overarching
goal, with Shenzhen expected to serve as a model city; (4) a problem-oriented approach and encouragement of
local experimentation as the endogenous driving force for innovation; (5) the coordinated advancement of deep-
level reform and institutional opening as inherent requirements to optimize resource allocation and strengthen
international cooperation; (6) adherence to a people-centered orientation as the guiding value, ensuring that reform
responds to public concerns and enhances social well-being. Building on these theoretical insights, the paper
suggests that Shenzhen should further deepen institutional innovation, strengthen the interaction between top-
level design and grassroots exploration, and expand high-standard institutional opening. In doing so, Shenzhen can
transform the advantages of Party leadership, accumulated practical experience, and the creativity of the people
into strategic momentum for Chinese modernization, thereby contributing to comprehensive reform and high-
quality development in the New Era.

Keywords: Party leadership; local experimentation; comprehensively deepen reforms; institutional
opening-up
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