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[RfEHE XTHE]

A Study on the Annals of Xin’an County in Jiaqing
ZHANG Wei

Abstract: Compiled in the 24th year of Jiaqing in the Qing Dynasty (1819), the annals of Xin’an County
in Jiaqing is the last official annals in ancient China to record the economic, political, cultural, social and
military conditions of Xin’an County in Guangdong Province (including most part of Shenzhen and Hong
Kong today). The major was Shu maoguan, the magistrate of Xin’an County at that time. Influenced by his
family and his own talent, he was deeply interested in the compilation of the annals. Combined with the
changes of history and times, through his own field research, and on the basis of revising the old chronicles
such as the chronicles of Xin’an County of Kangxi, he compiled a perfect and well-documented masterpiece.
The style of Records of Xin’an County in Jiaqing is compendium. There are 24 volumes (excluding the
beginning of the volume), a total of 13 categories, and the length and content are nearly twice as much as that
of Records of Xin’an County in Kangxi. Its innovation is mainly reflected in: the style is exquisite and the
content is detailed; Highlight the characteristics and humanistic history; Focusing on details, the narrative
is accurate. Compared with the old chronicles, it can more clearly and accurately present the humanistic
and geographical features of Xin’an County. Records of Xin’an County in Jiaqing is one of the only two
local chronicles recording the ancient historical situation of Shenzhen and Hong Kong. The research on the
historical value of Records of Xin’an County in Jiaqing focuses on the cultural field.

Keywords: Annals of Xin’an County in Jiaqing; SHU Maoguan; Shenzhen; Hong Kong; Culture



