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Robert Brandom's Pragmatist Argument for Strong Al
ZHOU Jing

Abstract: The possibility of strong Al that involves a certain kind of mind is a critical issue in the
philosophy of Al. John Searle's influential anti-strong Al position has two key assertions: (1) the Brain
causes minds; (2) Syntax is insufficient for semantics. Though Searle's argument faces many challenges, no
knockdown argument that is widely accepted appears. However, Robert Brandom's idea, which supports
a strong Al position, seems to be a real threat to Searle's argument. Robert Brandom's argument takes in
a pragmatism insight that eliminates the ontological boundary between the mind and the world, semantic
vocabulary, and pragmatic vocabulary and commits to the claim that the de re pragmatic vocabulary is
sufficient for the de dicto semantic vocabulary. The essential move Brandom makes to refute Searle's
position is to take the syntactic vocabulary as a sort of pragmatic vocabulary. Brandom believes that Al
can also engage in practical activities by dint of bootstrapping or automata vocabulary, in which syntactic
vocabulary can also be semantic; hence assertion (2) is refuted. The scope of practice in Brandom's approach
has been extended enough to remove the implicit anthropocentric idea that thinks human activities are
the only form of practice and the resulting prejudice that human intelligence is the only possible form of
intelligence. Brandom embraces the possibility that Al will win its particular form of mind based on non-
causal information one day. Still, it is not strictly identical to the human mind, which refutes the assertion (1).
In conclusion, Searle's argument fails.

Keywords: artificial intelligence; syntactic pragmatism; mind; John Searle; Robert Brandom
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different special zones’ institution backgrounds, different historical missions require different special zones’
institutional content, and different era theme nurture different institution achievements of special zones. The
development of China’s special zones not only adhere to combining basic principles of Marxism with China's
specific reality, but also stick to the leadership of the CPC, the supremacy of the people, independence,
the Chinese path, and innovation. In the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, pilot zones for
socialism with Chinese characteristics are the best practices for XI Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, they are endowed newer and deeper connotation. They also become
reform targets, key experiments, and important exploration. Summarizing the experience of the special
zones’ construction in various periods will help fully understand the unique key of the governance of China
over the past the century.

Keywords: the centenary of the founding of CPC; special zones; special zones’ construction; pioneer and

innovation; basic rules



