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Multidimensional Thinking on Gender Ethics and Prospective Governance in the Age
of Artificial Intelligence
SHAO Na& ZHANG Yu

Abstract: The gender issue in the Al era is manifested as the mapping and amplification of the original
gender issue in technology, which includes two dimensions: First, the technical logic of AI makes it possible
to acquire the existing gender bias and “object” it through algorithms. Second, the gender uniformity of
artificial intelligence technology practitioners leads to the embedding of one-dimensional gender ethics and
value standards in the process of technology development and application, making the application of artificial
intelligence impossible to respond to social public values such as fairness. At the same time, the emergence
of “artificial intelligent life forms” of the “third sex” has also created a new problem of human-machine
communication, that is, the transgender characteristics of machine life can break through the framework
of binary opposition between the two sexes to a certain extent, increasing gender communication and
dimensions of gender ethics. The development and application of artificial intelligence technology, changing
the embedded relationship of gender in the social division of labor structure through labor substitution, and
the sharing of communication experience and “empathy” will help to promote the construction of gender
ethics to return to specific social situations, and the use of gendered bodies points to the deconstruction of
the binary opposition between men and women based on natural differences, which provides conditions for
the construction of “autonomous” gender ethics. Of course, technology cannot spontaneously promote the
resolution of gender issues and the formation of new gender ethic concepts. It also requires forward-looking
governance by social governance actors to release its liberating qualities. The government can advance the
concept of new gender ethics in the Al era by updating concepts and its functions, proactively exploring
gender issues and designing targeted governance tools, and promoting the formation of a “community of
scientists” in the development and application of Al technologies.

Keywords: artificial intelligence; gender ethics; women; government governance



