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Sun Yatsen’s “The Great Southern Port” and The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area in the New Era
ZHU Dan

Abstract: As an important gateway to China, the Pearl River Delta has continuously absorbed novel
things from the western world and gradually developed its own marine cultural tradition since the Qing
Dynasty. Sun Yatsen, who has long been influenced by such marine culture, kept an eye on the potential
ocean development after he took his office. His grand plan of building “The Great Southern Port” has
become the first overall strategic development for the Pearl River Delta in Chinese history. Just like his other
plans, the core idea of Sun Yatsen’s “The Great Southern Port” grand plan is to develop national industry and
revitalize China. Based on this core idea, Sun Yatsen expounded the concept of regional synergy between
“The Great Southern Port” and Hong Kong with a rather advanced vision; put forward the improvement plan
of water transportation in the Pearl River Delta constructively; envisioned the future of Guangfo city; and
evaluated relationship between coastal and inland areas comprehensively. As an integrated project, “The
Great Southern Port” is not just a large commercial port in the traditional sense. It systematically covers
the domestic and foreign trade, industrial technology, transportation planning, agricultural foundation
and even tourism potential of the Pearl River Delta at that time. It is somewhat similar to the outline of the
development planning of The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. Although the limitations
of his time seriously hindered the realization of “The Great Southern Port” grand plan, Sun Yatsen’s spirit
has never faded away. As a valuable cultural heritage, “The Great Southern Port” is deeply embedded in The
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area today.

Keywords: Sun Yatsen; “The Great Southern Port”; The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area; regional synergy; The International Development of China



