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Him SR EMEEI] ;T RAESFHEF, 2018(1):

Labor and Awakening: The Construction and Change of Communications in the
Southwest Frontier during the War and the Consciousness Construction of the

National Community
HAN Jiwet

Abstract: To some extent,China’s War of Resistance Against Japan is a game of chance between China
and Japan in order to compete for China’s international strategic communication line. In the game of
“Break”and “Pass”, the international channel for China has been constructed and changed many times:
from the passage through Hankou-Guangzhou Railway to the docking between Guangzhou-Jiulong Railway
and Hankou-Guangzhou Railway; from the construction of Guangxi-Vietnam Road to the transportation
of Yunnan-Vietnam Road; from the temporary building up of the Che he-Yuexu Road to the half-
way abandonment of Yunnan-Vietnam Road; from the breathtaking architecture of Burma Road to the
unprecedented opening of the Hump Route, and all the way down to the Ledo Road, the strategic channel
of southwest aid to China was always in transition during the war. In the course of the construction and
transformation of these strategic passages for international assistance to China, Kuomintang government
has mobilized tens of thousands of people from all ethnic groups in the southwest to participate in, this was
bound to have a greater impact on the southwest frontier society of China at that time: the traffic construction
and vicissitude of the southwest frontier in wartime has promoted the advance of the connection degree
between the southwest frontier and the inland; it has promoted the political cohesion of the ethnic groups in
the southwest frontier of China.

Keywords: the Anti-Japanese War period; the Southwest frontier; communication change; national community;

national identification; construction



