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Imaging Image Text:
An Iconological Investigation on Oracle Inscription and Inscriptions
HAN Congyao

Abstract: President Xi Jinping said in his congratulatory letter to the 120th anniversary of the discovery
and research of oracle bone script,“The major discovery of the oracle bone script in Yin-dynasty ruins
has epoch-making significance in the history of the development of Chinese civilization, and even human
civilization. Oracle inscription is so far the earliest mature writing system discovered in China, the origin
of Chinese character and the root of excellent Chinese traditional culture. It is worthy of being carefully
preserved, as well as being better inherited and developed.” From the perspective of iconography, this paper
focuses on image texts from oracle inscriptions and inscriptions, and discusses on those that are closely
related to people’s food, lust, ritual, fighting and etc.

Keywords: oracle inscription; inscriptions; image; text; inscription on bones



