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Lefebvre's Critical Theory of Daily Life and Its Contemporary Value
LI Chen

Abstract: Starting from Marx's view of life and alienation theory, Lefebvre pioneered the research field of daily
life criticism in Western Marxism. Lefebvre believes that daily life is an area closely related to everyone's survival,
and daily activities are the basis for all social activities to occur, it is based on the level of daily life that humans
carry out production and reproduction activities. However, in modern capitalist society, alienation has penetrated
into all social life including daily life, it is mainly manifested as the alienation of the relationship between man
and nature, the alienation of human consumption, the alienation of popular culture and the alienation of the
relationship between man and society. Lefebvre started from the philosophical standpoint of humanism and
deeply criticized the survival dilemma faced by modern people at the cultural and social levels. This shows
that human nature and its alienation have become the core issue of Lefebvre’ s concern. The alienation of daily
life means that human existence has been facing the most serious crisis, In this regard, only a comprehensive
daily life criticism can restore human’ s revolutionary subjectivity and creative dimension. Only to put daily life
revolution at the center of social change can liberate humanity completely. Lefebvre’ s critical theory of daily life
has its irrationality. But, analyzing and solving social problems from the perspective of daily life can provide a
rational perspective for my country's socialist modernization. We must adhere to the people—centered fundamental
position, adhere to the combination of science and technology and humanistic spirit, make full use of people's
free time in daily life, and integrate the core socialist values into daily life. Philosophy and social sciences with
Chinese characteristics must be based on daily life.

Keywords: Lefebvre; criticism of daily life; alienation
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